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BWRA NEWS

NEWSLETTER OF THE BALLINACURRA WESTON RESIDENTS' ALLIANCE

REGENERATION TO BE

e ONDROIE 9

- But will it stop the lland:grab?

In September the Minister for Environment, Phil
Hogan TD, announced that the Limerick
Regeneration Programme will be run by an
integrated local authority for Limerick City and
County. But will this new Councildo any better?
Will it stop the land grab?

Presently, the Limerick Regeneration Programme §
being done by Limerick City Council (LCC) and the
Limerick Regeneration Agencies (LRA).

The Agencies were set up by Ministerial Ordfrsr-
anda-half years a%o in June 2007 and the Orders ajs s
due to lapse on 14June next yearwith very little < L858 ‘ Wil

progress indeed Limerick Regeneranon I Everythlng ishikEcel |

The decision to demolish nearly 3,000 homes was made
without any real consultation or debate. Who benefits?

N

Former Assistant Dublin City Manager, Brenda
Kenny, was appointed CEO of the Agencies, and Jo

Fitzgerald, former Dublin City Manager and author OfPenetrating damp, leaking water mains, illega

the report that recommended regeneration, Waaumping, junkies and rats become the new neighbour
appointed Chairperson of both Boards. Having long since finished paying a mortgage, the
For our community,a lot rested on theFitzgerald residents next door are often elderly, vulnerable an
R e p o rptoise to tackle family, social and afraid. With intimidation by proxy, depofation is the
educational problems, but first and foremost the-antiorder of the day.

social beh?wour of a minority would be ch_allen_ged 'MHomeowners, whanake upthe majority of residents,
order to '"restore confidence and stability in the

e # ) . have three choices: they can wait for their new house
communities and ; allow “other interventions an be built, they can sell their homes to the Councitlfier
opportunl'gy to work". All this, and the provision of ;. Smar k et ratli 60 ,,OHEYcan dve up
new housing, would be completed over five years. the i r home in exchange f
The Fitzgerald Report promised an "exclusively and rented accommodation elsewhere in the city. Ot
dedicated" and a "highly visible Garda presence at atiouncillors, none of whom lives in a regeneration aree
times" but this never mateatised. have become glorified auctioneers.

To date,in the four regeneration areasearly 1,000 Depopulation and teachtoss is affecting the local

families have been displaced, over 700 homes hawhools:272 pupils enrolled at Corpus Christi National
been demolished and there are now more boauged School in Moyross in 2007, but this year only 175 have
houses than ever before. Such houses are almastrolled. Most of the 61 pupils attending Southill
systematically looted, vandalised, arftenburnt-out. Junior School are bussed in from other parts of the cit



by
were shelved and a revised gramme was approved by the
previous government in Jun
over four years. However, most of this money is for ne
roads and displacing people.

As for t he physical end w&;\"'% 2|
produced the Agencies i al)y ) 8 |

Construction is currently underway on 33 units in Moyros
(20 sheltered apartments an8 Houses).The Agencies had
originally applied to build 40 units, but they were found to
be substandard in size. Indeed, the residents of thdms
surrounding Moyross estates had objected as constructigs
would remove the green play area for their children an
block their view of the Clare Hills. They were also fearful of Community & Voluntary Fair 2011

who their new neighbours might be. A further 20 sheltere @RSy EPER 1 LINI Ay GKA& &8}
apartments have been approved for Southill with 70 Mo S I e e o s R e R e R
announced for Edward St. Again these developments ag I VR R R L R R o

actually on previoushundeveloped sites with the latter EoEET Y TR N SR e e RN LS R RN 2
outside the legal remit of the Agencies. particularthe display of IrisiR I y OAy 3 o6& (KS

While the Agencies had promised that local employmenii el IS NEE

would be a part of any new development, provision for on Above: Matt Collins mans the BWRA stand at the Fair.
site training and the employment of locals was not stipulated _ A
in the contact signed with Clancy Construction. This R€s i dent s hav e-sporsoret tndegmand h
betrays standards lower than applied in Dublgereration antrcommunity behaviour lying down, and the Ballinacurra

in areas like Dockland$1ARP and Fatima Mansions. Weston Residentso Alliance
decisionmaking process and are linking in with Dublin

does, then the only part of the FitzgerRleport that got any  Action Networkto develp a humarrights based approach
attention was tdunlock the value of lands, all of which are {5 regeneration.

within short distance of the city centrean economy ) ) )
dependent developeriented approach which does little to t 1S the stated intention othe Government that the

tackle the serious armh-going social problems endured by régeneration programme will be run by an integrated loce
our community. authoriy for Limerick City and CountyNotwithstanding

_ _ _ the questionable way the Agencies were staffed to begi
The Agencies claim to have consulted and engagedusith jth, a change of personnel will do little to improve matters
yet the majority of residents feel uninformed andypjess there is the involvement of residents in a real ar
unrepresented. Instead of empowerment, residents dgfeaningful way and an end tohe mi ndl ess

dispossessed and displaced. agenda.
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BWRA WIN LIMERICK COMMUNITY CHALLENGE

The Ballinacurra Weston Residents' Alliance
(BWRA) was delighted with the news that we were
declared overall winner of the Limerick
Community Challenge

As the recipient of an Env 0 (
Limerick City Council the BWRA was invited to take part |
in the challenge to demonstrate the particular improvemer

that was made as a result of community effort in 2011.

With additional funding from the Parish Matching Grant:
Scheme the BWRA was able to poase the equipment and ©
materials necessary to establish a memory garden, whi¢

was the braindld of resident Michelle Kirby. ‘.

Residents came out in force over a number of rain free day y ,
in August and worked together to turn a derelict site into ¢ = 4 §.
beautiful garden. A great effort was made by all,

particularly the children of Ballinacurra Westosaid Matt ~ With the walls painted, flowers planted and the light fading
Collins, chairperson of the BWRA. local artist Cindy Fogarty painted a spectacular mural of th

e ‘ ) Blessed Virgin Mary on what used to be the wall of het
If it wasn't for the children the flowers would never havegrandparents back garden.

been planted in time for the community challenge closin _ . )
date, we would also like to thank the staff and pupils of thif We ~can®t thank Cindy enou

class" added Matt. coming now to say prayers and light candles, and ever

night children visit the garden to
say good night to Our Lady. It just
goes to show that community spirit
is alive and well in Ballinacurra
Weston'said Matt.

As the overall winner from the 30
entrants in the Community
Challenge the BWRA has been
awar ¢&,800, wihich was funded
by the JP McManus Charitable
Foundation.

"We've named our memory garden
The Garden of Hopand the mural
Our Lady of Hope, but we never
dared to hope that we would win.
The money will be spent on
finishing the garden and on other
beautification projects. We hope to
install a plaque dedicated to the
memory of residents that have died
or that hae left the area.'said
Cathal McCarthy, PRO with the
BWRA.

"Working together and creating

the garden was a great boost to the
community, wining the challenge
was the icing on the

cake"concluded Cathal

See centre pages for a selection
of photographs of the work.

More photobs a

www.bwra.blogspot.com
and
Facebook: BWRA Weston




. oDiarmuid Gavin is back with
second series of Dirty Old Tow
He'll be getting busy with tow

o that have let themselves go. /
B_,Mthat's where vc
Alf you know of an eye sore or ugly waste ground in your town? Does

your main street need a makeover? Then we want to hear your story.o

Thatdés the invitation t communi ties from RTEDS
TV showDirty Old Towns Well the good news is that
Diarmuid and theDirty Old Townscrew have picked

her e, and veto look doo farbta fincheye

sores in Weston or Prospect.

Butwedi dndét | eti our eye soeek areethe | g o
result of fouranda-half years of sealled
fregeneratioo . S o w Doty QlchTownstoeodr

area, why are they here, what are the-gyes that
they are going to help our community tackle and most
importantly, where do you come in?

Residents were asked to assemble outside the churfch
on Wednesday, 30November, at 9.30am to clear and
weed the field behind the community centre for the all

weather pitch; Ask yourself: can | see the back of themmunity
iyou dondt have to stay tCeEeirmMyhseyay, even just
an hour of your time will dd Breakfast rolls and There has being littleeal community involvementn

Diarmuid Gavin i here to make Regeneration look good?

refreshments wil |l nbeSipr oGafdieydold TowAs piojects afdi dbsolitely no
Small compensation for what we have to live with angonsultation abouwhat we would like done.imerick
endure. Civic Trust, the Regeneration Agency and paic

o ) ) Community Workers from outside the area are al
But why this field? Well, if residentsavk for free then looking pretty for the camera, but where are the

money will be savednd the Regeneration Agency hasyesidents? The whole thing seems to be little more the
promisedDirty Old Townsthat they will put the money ap expensive Public Relations stunt to make th

back_ into our community. Regeneration promised |°t5FQegeneration Agency look good to the rest of the
of things and look where we are today. world, especially thgovernment.

There is plenty of ugly waste ground and eye-sores to be found in

Weston and Prospect that we have to live with. Why not clean them up?




