
In September the Minister for Environment, Phil 

Hogan TD, announced that the Limerick 

Regeneration Programme will be run by an 

integrated local authority for Limerick City and 

County. But will th is new Council do any better? 

Will it stop the land grab? 

Presently, the Limerick Regeneration Programme is 

being done by Limerick City Council (LCC) and the 

Limerick Regeneration Agencies (LRA). 

The Agencies were set up by Ministerial Orders four-

and-a-half years ago in June 2007 and the Orders are 

due to lapse on 14
th
 June next year, with very little 

progress indeed. 

Former Assistant Dublin City Manager, Brendan 

Kenny, was appointed CEO of the Agencies, and John 

Fitzgerald, former Dublin City Manager and author of 

the report that recommended regeneration, was 

appointed Chairperson of both Boards.  

For our community, a lot rested on the Fitzgerald 

Reportôs promise to tackle family, social and 

educational problems, but first and foremost the anti-

social behaviour of a minority would be challenged in 

order to "restore confidence and stability in the 

communities" and allow "other interventions an 

opportunity to work". All this, and the provision of 

new housing, would be completed over five years. 

The Fitzgerald Report promised an "exclusively 

dedicated" and a "highly visible Garda presence at all 

times" but this never materialised. 

To date, in the four regeneration areas, nearly 1,000 

families have been displaced, over 700 homes have 

been demolished and there are now more boarded-up 

houses than ever before. Such houses are almost 

systematically looted, vandalised, and often burnt-out. 

Penetrating damp, leaking water mains, illegal 

dumping, junkies and rats become the new neighbours. 

Having long since finished paying a mortgage, the 

residents next door are often elderly, vulnerable and 

afraid. With intimidation by proxy, depopulation is the 

order of the day. 

Homeowners, who make up the majority of residents, 

have three choices: they can wait for their new house to 

be built, they can sell their homes to the Council for the 

ómarket rateô (ú30,000 - ú50,000), or they can give up 

their home in exchange for ú35,000 ócompensationô 

and rented accommodation elsewhere in the city. Our 

councillors, none of whom lives in a regeneration area, 

have become glorified auctioneers. 

Depopulation and teacher-loss is affecting the local 

schools: 272 pupils enrolled at Corpus Christi National 

School in Moyross in 2007, but this year only 175 have 

enrolled. Most of the 61 pupils attending Southill 

Junior School are bussed in from other parts of the city. 

REGENERATION TO BE  
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- But will it stop the land grab? 

Limerick Regeneration ï Everything is ñExcellentò 

The decision to demolish nearly 3,000 homes was made 
without any real consultation or debate. Who benefits? 



As for the physical end of things, the óMaster Plansô, 

produced by the Agencies in 2008 at a cost of ú2,086,744, 

were shelved and a revised programme was approved by the 

previous government in June 2010, pledging ú337 million 

over four years. However, most of this money is for new 

roads and displacing people. 

Construction is currently underway on 33 units in Moyross 

(20 sheltered apartments and 13 houses).The Agencies had 

originally applied to build 40 units, but they were found to 

be sub-standard in size. Indeed, the residents of the 

surrounding Moyross estates had objected as construction 

would remove the green play area for their children and 

block their view of the Clare Hills. They were also fearful of 

who their new neighbours might be. A further 20 sheltered 

apartments have been approved for Southill with 70 more 

announced for Edward St. Again these developments are 

actually on previously-undeveloped sites with the latter 

outside the legal remit of the Agencies. 

While the Agencies had promised that local employment 

would be a part of any new development, provision for on-

site training and the employment of locals was not stipulated 

in the contract signed with Clancy Construction. This 

betrays standards lower than applied in Dublin regeneration 

in areas like Docklands, HARP and Fatima Mansions. 

If we take the view that regeneration is what regeneration 

does, then the only part of the Fitzgerald Report that got any 

attention was to "unlock the value of lands, all of which are 

within short distance of the city centre", an economy-

dependent developer-oriented approach which does little to 

tackle the serious and on-going social problems endured by 

our community. 

The Agencies claim to have consulted and engaged with us, 

yet the majority of residents feel uninformed and 

unrepresented. Instead of empowerment, residents got 

dispossessed and displaced. 

Residents havenôt taken this state-sponsored land grab and 

anti-community behaviour lying down, and the Ballinacurra 

Weston Residentsô Alliance are calling for a real role in the 

decision-making process and are linking in with Dublin 

communities through Tenants First and the Community 

Action Network to develop a human-rights based approach 

to regeneration. 

It is the stated intention of the Government that the 

regeneration programme will be run by an integrated local 

authority for Limerick City and County. Notwithstanding 

the questionable way the Agencies were staffed to begin 

with, a change of personnel will do little to improve matters 

unless there is the involvement of residents in a real and 

meaningful way and an end to the mindless developersô 

agenda. 

Community & Voluntary Fair 2011 
The BWRA ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ϧ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ 
Fair, which was well attended. Once again it proved to be an 
opportunity to make new contacts. There was a free bar-b-
que and various acts provided entertainment on the day, in 
particular the display of Irish ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
of Dancing was exceptional. 

Above: Matt Collins mans the BWRA stand at the Fair. 

Matt Collins, Chairperson of the BWRA, chats to Cllr. Maria Byrne about regeneration and the lack of real Community 
participation. Itôs important that we lobby our councillors now, so that we donôt have to endure more of the same land-
grabbing antics under when regeneration is under new management. Community participation is the way forward. 



The Ballinacurra Weston Residents' Alliance 

(BWRA) was delighted with the news that we were 

declared overall winner of the Limerick 

Community Challenge. 

As the recipient of an Environmental grant of ú1,000 from 

Limerick City Council the BWRA was invited to take part 

in the challenge to demonstrate the particular improvement 

that was made as a result of community effort in 2011. 

With additional funding from the Parish Matching Grant 

Scheme the BWRA was able to purchase the equipment and 

materials necessary to establish a memory garden, which 

was the brainchild of resident Michelle Kirby. 

Residents came out in force over a number of rain free days 

in August and worked together to turn a derelict site into a 

beautiful garden. "A great effort was made by all, 

particularly the children of Ballinacurra Weston" said Matt 

Collins, chairperson of the BWRA. 

"If it wasn't for the children the flowers would never have 

been planted in time for the community challenge closing 

date, we would also like to thank the staff and pupils of the 

School Completions Programme for giving a hand after 

class", added Matt. 

With the walls painted, flowers planted and the light fading, 

local artist Cindy Fogarty painted a spectacular mural of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary on what used to be the wall of her 

grandparents back garden. 

ñWe can't thank Cindy enough, she painted the mural in an 

hour and a half, and it was amazing to watch. Residents' are 

coming now to say prayers and light candles, and every 

night children visit the garden to 

say good night to Our Lady. It just 

goes to show that community spirit 

is alive and well in Ballinacurra 

Weston" said Matt. 

As the overall winner from the 30 

entrants in the Community 

Challenge the BWRA has been 

awarded ú5,000, which was funded 

by the JP McManus Charitable 

Foundation. 

"We've named our memory garden 

The Garden of Hope and the mural 

Our Lady of Hope, but we never 

dared to hope that we would win. 

The money will be spent on 

finishing the garden and on other 

beautification projects. We hope to 

install a plaque dedicated to the 

memory of residents that have died 

or that have left the area." said 

Cathal McCarthy, PRO with the 

BWRA. 

"Working together and creating 

the garden was a great boost to the 

community, wining the challenge 

was the icing on the 

cake" concluded Cathal 

See centre pages for a selection 
of photographs of the work. 

More photoôs available from: 

www.bwra.blogspot.com 

and 

Facebook:  BWRA Weston 



ñIf you know of an eye sore or ugly waste ground in your town? Does 

your main street need a makeover? Then we want to hear your story.ò
Thatôs the invitation to communities from RTEôs hit 

TV show Dirty Old Towns. Well the good news is that 

Diarmuid and the Dirty Old Towns crew have picked 

here, and you donôt have to look too far to find eye-

sores in Weston or Prospect. 

But we didnôt let ourselves go ï our eye sores are the 

result of four-and-a-half years of so-called 

ñregenerationò. So who invited Dirty Old Towns to our 

area, why are they here, what are the eye-sores that 

they are going to help our community tackle and most 

importantly, where do you come in? 

Residents were asked to assemble outside the church 

on Wednesday, 30
th
 November, at 9.30am to clear and 

weed the field behind the community centre for the all-

weather pitch;  

ñyou donôt have to stay the whole day, even just a half 

an hour of your time will do ï Breakfast rolls and 

refreshments will be provided from the Sit ón Sip Caf®ò  

Small compensation for what we have to live with and 

endure. 

But why this field? Well, if residents work for free then 

money will be saved and the Regeneration Agency has 

promised Dirty Old Towns that they will put the money 

back into our community. Regeneration promised lots 

of things and look where we are today.  

Ask yourself: can I see the back of the community 

centre from my house? 

There has being little real community involvement in 

the Dirty Old Towns projects and absolutely no 

consultation about what we would like done. Limerick 

Civic Trust, the Regeneration Agency and paid 

Community Workers from outside the area are all 

looking pretty for the camera, but where are the 

residents? The whole thing seems to be little more than 

an expensive Public Relations stunt to make the 

Regeneration Agency look good to the rest of the 

world, especially the government. 

òDiarmuid Gavin is back with a 
second series of Dirty Old Towns. 
He'll be getting busy with towns 
that have let themselves go. And 
that's where you come in.ò  

There is plenty of ugly waste ground and eye-sores to be found in 
Weston and Prospect that we have to live with. Why not clean them up? 

 

Diarmuid Gavin ï here to make Regeneration look good? 


