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BWRA NEWS

NEWSLETTER OF THE BALLINACURRA WESTON RESIDENTS' ALLIANCE

COMMUNITY ELECTIONS NOW:

NEW POLICY DOCUMENT LAUNCHED
IN UNIVERSITY OF LIMERICK

Ballinacurra Weston Residents Alliance

The Ballinacurra Weston Residents' Alliance is
calling for the holding of community elections that
will elect residents onto a local regeneration board

! e . ! (™ NN
with decisionrmaking powers on which all the @ , \ \ \\\ N ‘
stakeholders would be fairly represented. = A NN \\\\§\§\\\ §\\\‘\\\\\§\ .¢

Such structures are possible and have proven successf ; MM :

other areas, such as Fatima Mansions in Dublin a B . ‘Q K N

Cranmore in Sligo. These communities have demonstra AN N § \‘_ _

that true partnership is not only achievable, lilgo ; N \ g
O .

necessary to a successful outcome, especially where so AN

regeneration is concerned. )

i T h ecallsdoresidents forum is a bad joke; most of it :
members are nenesi dents that do ™
interests. We want a regeneration that is centrad
community needs and we need a regeneration that p
residents first. Our calls for empowerment and regs
participation are more than just demands; they are
human rights and they ar €

Coallins, Chairperson of the BWRA.

With this in mind, the BWRA, in association with towards real

Limerick Regeneration Watch, launché&Residents First community participation

towards real community participation in regeneratio . .
areas at a 3day conference in the University of Limerick n rege”eratlan gices

entitted 'Renewing Local Democracy ThroughiviC
Engagement

Residents First is online at www.limerickregeneration.org
Printed copies of the document are available on request.

Thi's' summer school, Ofg?‘nise_d by UL's Department @8t then an invitation was issued to all members of Our
June and was well attended by over 100 participants. Maglite a few of us jumped at the chance" added Mr.

of ;[_h? I?'cturesda;: 'WorJI[<shops We_rte da'?OltJ)t' ComlmunichCarthy, who is also treasurer of the Umbrella Group.
participation an cipants were invited to bring along,, - . . .
material for display to highlight their own initiatives and We had originally |nter_1dgd to I'aund?he3|dents FII‘SDI’]

activities. the 25th of June to coincide with the 4th anniversary of

BrendanKenny's appointment as CEO of the Limerick
"I was originally invited to participate in the CommunityRegeneration Agencies but the summer school was the
Circle on daythree of the schooltistening and Hearing perfect venue, especially with the Minister for
Experiences of Community §agemeni'and had hoped to Environment, Phil Hogan TD, opening the school. The
bring attention to our new publicatioResidents First Ministers opening address gave me hope that things will be
said Cathal McCarthy, Chairperson of Limerickiifferent under his watch, that change is in the air and we
Regeneration Watch and PRO with the BWRA might finally be listened to." said Mr. Colling.contd overlea



The theme of Day 2 was 'Public Participation and Planni
and the opening lecture by Ciaran Lynch of Tgperary
Institute whos topic of 'Public Participation in Planning
in Ireland' was fascinating and insightful, detailing th
various types of community participation from 'bes
practice’ to the ‘fraudulent’. This was followed by
Workshop - Planning for Community and Area
Regeeration, with presentations from Mike Scannell ¢
Tralee Town Councit 'Urban Regeneration in Tralee' anc
Declan Blackett of the Limerick Regeneration Agencies
'Participation in Limerick Regeneration'

| T6S BETTER I N Tf

"The difference in approachf Tralee Town Council to Ef
regeneration and their treatment of residents whi
compared to their counterparts in Limerick was a real €\ .
opener. | had to refer back to that mornings lecture, wh el RRi =R ue EN Vs =Rkt s TN V113 c= 1 (o T A (o VY 18 A ALLITS
described the kind of approach to community participati gE=lal{el=Na o RN E1o Wi\ sV RV S (o[ @ [UTg Ne=Yo | Vo] S e W[ (o [

tha we have in Limerick regeneration areas as fraudulerj&JulplV IR I (-RR( IR=elelV ol ol (oN CR eI CI R (ol WS
said Mr. McCarthy. residents forum new blog, which can be found at:
www.residentsforum.wordpress.com

If a picture speaks a thousand words then the following
caption that accompanied the photo says it all

PENROSE POPS IN

"In Tralee, if you're a homeowner and they want to kno
your home, they move you into rented accommodation 3
they pay the rentfqryou. Whenyournewhouse isb AMembers of the Forum wer
_they move ya back in as a homeowner, its deeds for deg Minister and share with him about their hopes and

in Tralee. Here in Limer || el T fo
home and turned into a tenant, never to return”, said

COI.ImS And |n_ Tralee, reSIdc_ants Were_ also given t Blackett of the Regeneration Agency and Katherine
option of refurbishment and this was @oim some areas. ISV IR I PR Y BRSNS TSR TR NS
Here in Limerick the decisions are being made for [ R R It vt RO St R R e
without even Consulting properly with residents" h only one of them was a member of the forum.

concluded.

Pictured with the Minister are non-residents Declan

The Minister is however, holding a copy of Residents

TAOISEACH WELCOMES PROPOSAL First as the BWRA was informed of the Ministers visit

less than 5-minutes beforehand and Matt and Cathal
Residents Firstvas sent to all Limerick City Councillors JeleRiglsI RN nleR N =1 M iR K=Yl o}
and TD's, all members of the Cabineid leading members I g et S Ry R R R R T LR oo
of the opposition. It is hoped that it will act as a catalyst fE NI SN ST IS S I T - ' -SRN O
change in the way that the Limerick RegeneratiqleRelslal-WRVIe e s Yo Re VISV oIV I o T-S g e s SR (o o 1<)
Agencies engages with the communities under their rem RIs[ileIEI BV R GIERVETATETS SR (o](V WS o U][s N o RN o T N0

"We didn't get a chance to meet Phil Hogan at the Sum debate where all opinions can be aired. To this end the
. . . BWRA have started our own blog where comments can

School, but we did present a copy &esidents Firsto be posted and where honest criticism is accepted.

Willie Penrose TD, the Minister for Housing, when h b bl t

visited Our Lady of Lourdes Action Centre recently, www.bwra.blogspot.com

said he'd take the time to read it, hopefully so will hiﬁ It 6

W 6s ridiculous to say th
colleagues". said Mr. McCarthy. survey carried out by the BWRA last year found that

i So thedeed back from the politicians has been velye ar | y 959% of resident s d
positive. We got a letter from the office of An Taoiseaclhgency, thatoés a fairly uni

Enda Kenny TD, welcomingresidents Firsand wishing Of the residents, forum Mr. Hagn said that it was, only
us wel | with our campaig%.atu&ln | I{tlﬁéta'nth'a)eo'g,&) IUNS )} 0I:

gave me a call t o r.&olline r h 'Io?alty%oupeo%lg trhatt ha\(?e st%c% \/vifjn us for the last three
FICTIONAL FACTIONS to four yearso.

In a recent article in theimerick Leader which avoided A Mr . Haydenoés loyalty shoul
mentioning Residents Firstand our call for community @nd not just the handful of individualsathwill toe the

elections, Mr. Brendan Hayden of the Regeneratidh9ency line. Those few residents that remain on the forum
Agency said fiwe have a diSeryeoglyone pupese fogrfep ypdhs illysign thap the;
current climate in getting funding for projects withoutAgencies are engaging with the communities in a

having factions forming afm8aPh89d&éghmundiYi-y i 9s g@@s hi
Hayden was presentedtivia copy ofResidents Firsand

The BWRA is not a faction; it is the only activegyr door is always open if he wants to discuss holding

organisation in the area that is run by the residents and #éctions and powesharing. Real participation and true
the residents and Mr. Hayden is well awdirénat. partnership is the only. way



SURVEY EXPOSES FRAUDULENT ENGAGEMENT

In 2010 the BWRA conducted a survey to find oub Mast er Pl ans o, 78% were u
residents views on regeneration. Many told us that it wasrum, the mechanism by which consultation was supposed
their first real consultation. There were 179 respondentsttotake place, and 81% wereaware of who represented
the survey and 12 refusals. Every door was knocked on @ahdm on the forum. A staggering 94.4% said that they did
those that were out when we called werevisited. We not trust the Southside Regeneration Agency.

asked each household to nomane person to completeoyr survey highlights the failure of the existing structures
the survey. Thirteen questions in all were asked. for community participation and the urgent need for
60% of those surveyed wechangei The féakentso nepresemtdtivest that wed rivkd int
Pl ansd but when gi ven t hdatimapMansoms toln fus that thay mddisgeht rfiee ry¢ars
demolition nearly 74% chose refurbishment and those tHighting with Brendan Kenny and Dublin City Council
favoured demotion made it clear that they wanted théefore the establishment of a local regeneration board that
same neighbours. 87% favoured the refurbishment of Gahrared power with residents in making decisionsvbat
Ladyds Grotto, yet i n t hreappMastde ri nPltahnesi r iatr eexacty Il d
demolished. This proves the lack of consultation andh at i s s a then similar strubteres heehtd he
community participati on 06i adopteéd wnelinenck. nTgeret i @o m@ddenswhe suchP
for the area. Not sur pr i struotgds gould netmémilotee ih BallinaduraatWestoh ang
been properly consulted about what they wanted in te®tended to other regemadion areas at a later date.

Ful | Results of Survey of Residentéd
QlL.Are you in favour of the regeneration of Ballinacu
a) Yes 60.8% b) No 19. 2% know 20% c) Donot
Q2.Do you feel that you were properly consulted about

a) Yes 9.6% b) No 90.4%

Q3. Have you received enough information on the proposed regeneration of Ballinacurra Weston?
a) Yes 7.2% b) No 92.8%

Q4.Who do you feel should have been responsible for providing you with the information to enable you to
make an informed choice? (multiple answer i can chose all four)

a) Limerick City Council b) Local City Councillors c) Regeneration Agency d) Others
a)16% b)l6% c¢)1.6% d)1.6% ab)56% ab,c)20.8% ab,c,d) 4% a,c)352%

Q5. How do think conditions have changed in Ballinacurra Weston since the establishment of the Southside
Regeneration Agency 3 years ago?

a) Worse 71.2% b) Better 10.4% c) No Change 18.4%

Q6. Do you feel safe and secure in Ballinacurra Weston?

a) Yes 33.6% b) No 66.4%

Q7. Do you trust the Southside Regeneration Agency?
a) Yes 5.66 b) No 94.4%

Q8. Were you aware of the residentsd forum establishec
a) Yes 21.6% b) No 78.4%

Q9. Do you know which residents represent your area on the forum?
a) Yes 18% b) No 81.6%

Q10.Do you think residentsd are treated fairly by the
a) Yes 4.8% b) No 95.2%

Q11. Are you happy to wait 10 i 15 years for regeneration?
a) Yes 5.6% b) No 94.4%

Q12. Would you prefer to have your home?
a) Demolished 26.4% b) Refurbished 73.6%

Q13. Woul d you | ike Our Ladyds Grotto in Cercora [/ Cla
a) Demolished 0.5% b) Moved 12% c¢) Refurbished 87.5%



CHURCH LANE PROPOSAL APPROVED

n January 2011, Sergear‘
Roxboro Garda Station contacted the Chairperson of
t he Ballinacurra Weston .
Matt Collins, with a request that the BWRA start a !\
petition to extinguish the right-of-way between \\Qu o} \
Beechgove Avenue and Our Lady of Lourdes Church / |\
Childers Road.

Sergeant O6Sullivan tol d
experiencing a lot of problems at night with youths engag
in O0joyd r i d-soda actevitied usiog thneeflght
of way as an escapeute when pursued by the Gardai.

QITE LOC AT\UN
ALE 1:100

Indeed, there were other problems with the laneway :(s;;.--
guestion, with youths congregating at night to drink, tal5=
drugs and torment residents for their own entertainment, ST - '
number of residents had expressed to us thatftheyd the [V ICESINIEVTII R el eIV GOl V(e RIS

situation intolerable and felt like moving out. proposal. which is available for viewing online at
www.limerickregeneration.org

The laneway was also used to illegally dump rubbish in b
gardens of derelict counaiwned properties and in the inor Capital Project Expenditure involves Gg %I j
in' &

llaneway itself. Matt agreeu keep 8nd btX PhysicafWokE Aedufred

request to our Commiiefor further discussion. reasonable quality of life and environment for residents while
Our Committee discussed the matter at length. It was felt tigawaiting the Regeneration Programe to be implemented
simply extinguishing the rigkaf-way would not eliminate all fully. 0

of the problems; it would also deny use of the Aghivay to

" . . A The news that work would start was a joy to the residents of
legitimate pedestrians because of theoastiof a minority. It

echgrove. Seeing the wall demolished was a small victory
was agreed that we should first consult with the reS|dentsf8 the community. Our thanks to Fr. Ryan for his support, to

Beechgrove Avenue to find out how they felt about an Mayor Jim Long for proposing it to Limerickig Council

proposed extinguishment. Opinion regarding extinguishm ed the Southside Regeneration Agency for funding the work.
of the rightof-way was divided so we presented residents

with an alternative proposal, which was well received.

Our next port of call was a visit to Fr. Damien Ryan, th KI ERAN HANGS OUT

Parish Priest of Our Lady of Lourdes. Matt and our PR
Cathal McCarthy, visited Fr. Ryan off February 2011 and
outlined the BOANHRA Br. Ryan miormgdo s a |
them of the ongoing problems he has with youths gathering at
the Church at night to drink alcohol. He told Matt and Cathal
that mass goers had been stoned by such youths and that he
himself had bottles and stones thrown at himmwhe asked

them to move on and while he welcomed our proposal he felt
that youths would continue to gather in front of the church.

On | earning of Fr. Ryandéds difficulties we revised our
before submitting them to Limerick City Council, the

Southside Rgeneration Agency and every household in

Beechgrove Avenue. Our proposal recommended that Stephen Corbett, Angela Cc

following works be carried out: Matt Collins and Cathal McCarthy. Kieran visited the
T Demolition of Existing Boundary Wall area in May at the invitation of the BWRA and
1 Day Time Only Access accompanied us on a walkabout of the area.

1 Installation of Bollards

71 Installation of Street Lighting

Kieran made representations on our behalf and within
hours of his visit green sites that are the responsibility
We got a lettefrom City Manager, Tom Mackey, saying thatjSR SR URCENPaN¢ R 1Bl AR I VI SR dBr- e BN ) NG 2 SR o I =
he would be happy to forward our proposals, and message JRICECU U RTINS CRgeleEl e UdiEERTy
support from City Councillors. Unfortunately, there was n@ESIUECICLISUERHEESEECREVCRICTRVES
reply from the Regeneration Agency, so we were unsure !<nocked. Smiths Demolition told Matt that they were
work could proceed without their spqrt; as the area where AR AUl KR
the proposed works need to be carried out is in the legal re gﬁitﬁgtézagﬂzii WeT:%:::il)teHhrgfkvtlt?:fo Iastgsr :QS
of the Regeneration Agency we had proposed that fundi ) u

; . . . . M thank the BWRA. for pushing for the work to be done.
should be available from their Social Inclusion Minor Capita

. . . . Therebds plenty more to be
Projects fu.nds. Expenditure on such projectefndd by the that as well. Our thanks to Kieran for his assistance.
Regeneration Agency as follows:



